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Appendix 2  
 

NICE 2010 COPD Referral Criteria 
 
1.2.5.4 The need for oxygen therapy should be assessed in: 
 
∙all patients with very severe airflow obstruction (FEV1 < 30% predicted) 
∙patients with cyanosis 
∙patients with polycythaemia 
∙patients with peripheral oedema 
∙patients with a raised jugular venous pressure 
∙patients with oxygen saturations ≤ 92% breathing air. 
 
Assessment should also be considered in patients with severe airflow obstruction (FEV1 30–49% 
predicted). [2004] 
 


