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A. Intra-pleural blood patch pleurodesis'®
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|+ After 30 minuts, ensure he hreo-way tap is opened and coniinuo witfro drainage
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Equipment list

Cleaning wipe

1-2 50 ml Luer lock syringes

0.9% saline 50ml for flush




B. Intra-pleural saline chest drain flush

[ o Ensure the chest drain is in the pleural space and is patent ]
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[ If not already present, attach a three-way tap to the chest drain tubing ]

4

[ e Draw up 20-30ml of 0.9% saline into a 50ml Luer-lock syringe ]
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[ o Clean the three-way tap and turn so that the fluid is directed into the chest drain and instill the saline ]

4

[ e Turn the three-way tap to allow free drainage ]

3

[ e Repeat up to three times per day ]

Equipment list for each flush

Sterile gloves
Cleaning wipe
50 ml Luer lock syringe

30 ml 0.9% saline




C. Intra-pleural fibrinolytics’-'°

Ensure the following:

e Clinical evidence of pleural infection

¢ No sensitivity to fibrinolytics

¢ No evidence of stroke, major haemorrhage or major trauma
e No major surgery within 5 days

e The chest drain is in the pleural space and is patent

4

e |If not already present attach a three-way tap to the chest drain tubing

4

e Mix 10 mg alteplase(">4) (tissue Plasminogen Activator) with 30ml 0.9% saline
e Mix 5 mg DNase (24 with 30 ml 0.9% saline

o Instill the alteplase followed by the DNase and then a saline flush

e Clamp the drain for 1 hour after each instillation

3

e Reopen the three way tap and leave on free drainage

4

o Repeat this process twice daily for a total of 3 days

Equipment list for each instillation
10 mg alteplase Dressing pack

5 mg DNase Sterile gloves

100 ml 0.9% saline Cleaning wipe

3x 50 ml Luer lock syringes Drawing up needle




D. Intra-pleural saline irrigation
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Equipment list for each irrigation
Sterile gloves

Cleaning wipe

250 ml bag of 0.9% saline

Thoracic suction




E. Intra-pleural talc slurry pleurodesis'?
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Equipment list
4-5 g Sterile dry powder medical talc

50 ml Luer lock syringe

Dressing pack

Sterile gloves
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