
Suggested role of HFNT in different respiratory failure phenotypes

Hypercapnic respiratory failureHypoxaemic respiratory failure

AECOPDOther hypercapnic 
conditions:

● OHS
● Neuromuscular 

disease
● Chest wall disease
● Scoliosis NIV remains first-line 

standard of care

HFNT may be 
considered only in 
selected situations:

● NIV not tolerated
● During NIV breaks

HFNT not routinely 
recommended as 
evidence limited

HFNT may be considered

Use cases include:
● Pneumonia
● Cardiogenic pulmonary oedema*
● Asthma
● Bronchiectasis
● Pulmonary embolism
● COVID-19

*In suspected cardiogenic pulmonary oedema, follow the local acute 
heart failure/CPAP-NIV pathway. HFNT may be considered where 
clinically appropriate (see Section 4).


